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Cheshunt 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

including  the  Report  of  the 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  the  year 

1943 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Cheshunt 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  together  with  the  Report  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  1943. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  direct  that  this  shall 
again  be  an  interim  Report  and  the  figures  relating  to 
population  are  excluded. 

In  spite  of  war  conditions,  the  health  of  Ches- 
hunt continues  to  be  good. 

Vital  statistics  for  Cheshunt,  recorded  in  detail 
elsewhere  in  the  report,  continue  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  birth  rate  is  the  highest  recorded  since  1921 
when  the  figure  was  22.06,  whilst  the  death  rate  and 
infant  mortality  rate  are  comparatively  low. 

During  the  year  I was  compelled,  owing  to 
pressure  of  other  work,  to  relinquish  the  post  of 
Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  for  Elementary 
Schools  and  this  work  is  now  carried  out  by  Dr. 
Billington  of  the  County  Medical  staff. 

I wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  his  co-operation  throughout  the  year  and 
to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  their  sympathetic  help. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

BRIAN  RUSSELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Cheshunt  Urban  District  Council 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part-time)  : 

BRIAN  RUSSELL,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Superintendent  of  the  Ambulance  and 
Refuse  Collection  Services,  Inspector  under  the  Petroleum  Acts  : 

C.  WILSON.  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A.  (1.3.4.) 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

J.  B.  JACKSON,  A.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A.  (2.3.) 

(on  iMilitary  Service) 

J.  A.  SHILLITO,  A.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A.  (1.3.) 

1.  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

2.  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tors’ Examination  Joint  Board  for  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

3.  Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s  Certificate,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

4.  Certificate  in  Sanitary  Science  as  applied  to  Buildings  and 
Public  Works.  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 
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Statistics 

AREA 

The  area  of  Cheshunt  is  8,480  acres. 


1941 

1942 

1943 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

on  the  rate  books  ...  5,458 

5,458 

5,475 

Rateable  value 

£123,122 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 

• • • 

£497 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

1942 

18.00 

1943 

20.44 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births 

(live  and  still) 

10.47 

20.6 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

10.42 

10.97 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  : — 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  and  Post- 

abortive  Sepsis 

nil 

nil 

Deaths  from  other  Maternal  causes 

nil 

nil 

Death  rate  per  1,000  total  births 

(live  and  still) 

nil 

nil 

Death  rates  of  infants  under  l.year 
of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ... 

35.82 

34.21 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legiti- 

mate  live  births 

36.92 

32.52 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegi- 

mate  live  births 

nil 

99.99 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

32 

29 

,,  ,,  Heart  Disease  (all  ages) 

41 

36 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) 

nil 

nil 

,,  „ Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

1 

nil 

„ ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  two 

years  of  age) 

1 

2 

,,  ,,  Suicide 

1 

1 

,,  ,,  Other  violent  causes  ... 

2 

3 

,,  ,,  Road  traffic  accidents  ... 

1 

2 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

Throat  swabs  are  sent  to  Enfield  or  to  the 
E.M.S.  Laboratory  for  examination.  Other  bacterio- 
logical specimens  are  sent  to  the  E.M.S.  Laboratory. 
The  Laboratory  was  transferred  from  Haileybury  to 
the  Hertford  County  Hospital  in  September,  1943. 

Specimens  may  be  sent  to  the  Hertford  County 
Laboratory  by  post,  direct  delivery,  or  may  be  handed 
to  the  conductors  of  the  London  Passenger  Transport 
Board’s  buses  outside  the  Metropolitan  Police  District. 
This  last  method  entails  taking  the  specimens  to 
Wormley  before  they  can  be  handed  to  the  bus 
conductor. 

An  approach  was  made  to  the  London  Passenger 
Transport  Board  with  a view  to  getting  an  extension 
of  the  services  to  include  this  area,  but  the  Board  stated 
that  while  they  are  anxious  to  help,  they  are  precluded 
by  the  London  Passenger  Transport  Act  1923  from 
conveying  unaccompanied  parcels  of  any  description 
within  the  Metropolitan  Police  Area  on  omnibus 
services. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  same  arrangements  exist  as  during  last  year. 
The  present  civil  ambulance  vehicle  was  purchased  in 
1933  and  some  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in 
maintaining  it  in  serviceable  condition. 

The  purchase  of  a new  ambulance  was  under 
consideration  during  the  year  but  the  only  type  of  new 
vehicle  available  was  a standard  type  body  on  a war 
department  type  chassis  and  the  proposal  was  deferred 
for  the  present. 
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Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Details  of  the  work  done  by  the  District  Nurses 


are  given  in  the  following  table:— 

Cases 

Visits 

Midwifery  (without  doctor) 

66 

1,237 

Maternity  (with  doctor) 

75 

1,448 

Ante-natal 

868 

General  Nursing  ... 

4,534 

Casual 

252 

Infant  Health 

3,869 

Tuberculosis 

28 

347 

Boarded-out  children 

94 

Parents  ... 

301 

Attendance  at  Clinics 

357 

Attendance  at  Schools  (heads,  etc.)  ... 

169 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

The  following  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centre,  Waltham  Cross: — 

Child  Welfare  Clinic — Wednesday  afternoon. 
Ante-Natal  Clinic — Wednesday  morning. 

Dental  Clinics — Tuesday  and  Friday. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic — Third  Friday  afternoon  in  the 
month. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary — Thursday  morning. 

B.R.C.S.  Orthopaedic  and  Massage  Clinic — Monday, 
Wednesday  and  Friday  mornings. 

The  following  statement  gives  an  indication  of 
the  extensive  work  carried  on  at  the  Centre  : — 


Num 

ber  of  Child  Welfare  Clinics... 

52 

99 

,,  children  on  the  books  ... 

435 

9 9 

,,  attendances  ... 

2,579 

99 

,,  children  for  dental  treatment 
(under  school  age)... 

21 

99 

„ expectant  mothers  for  dental 
treatment... 

23 

Five 


Number  of  nursing  mothers  for  dental 

treatment...  ...  ...  5 

,,  ,,  deaths  among  children  ...  4 

,,  referred  for  orthopaedic  treatment  3 

,,  immunised  against  diphtheria  ...  192 


I wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  Dr.  Ormstein  for 
her  great  help  in  the  immunisation  of  children  under  5. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

Number  of  Clinics  ...  ...  ...  52 

„ ,,  expectant  mothers  ...  ...  280 

,,  ,,  attendances  ...  ...  ...  1,190 

,,  ,,  post-natal  attendances  ...  12 

,,  ,,  dental  treatments  ...  ...  67 

,,  ,,  deaths  ...  ...  ...  nil 


War-time  Day  Nurseries. 

War-time  day  nurseries  under  the  control  of  the 
Herts.  County  Council  are  held  in  Waltham  Cross  at 
Greenfield  House  and  157  High  Street,  and  in  Cheshunt 
at  College  Road. 

The  unit  at  Waltham  Cross  was  opened  in 
February  1942  and  extended  during  1943  and  provides 
accommodation  for  90  Children  (50  0-2  years,  40  2-5 
years). 

The  College  Road  Nursery  was  opened  in 
October  1943  and  this  unit  provides  accommodation  for 
50  children  (22  0-2  years,  28  2-5  years). 

Both  nurseries  are  open  from  7 a.m.  to  7 p.m. 
Routine  medical  inspections  and  immunisation  of 
children  are  carried  out  periodically  by  Dr.  Karpati  of 
the  County  Medical  Staff. 

V 

Hospitals.  No  Change. 
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Mortuary. 

During  the  year  sixteen  bodies  were  received  in- 
to the  Mortuary  and  eight  post-mortem  examinations 
were  made. 

Scabies. 

Cleansing  and  treatment  facilities  for  Scabies 
* 

are  available  at  the  Cleansing  Station,  Waltham  Cross. 
The  number  of  cases  treated  during  the  year  was  one 
hundred  and  sixty-four.  The  number  of  cases  treated 
during  1942  was  ninety-eight. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

Water. 

Nine  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  during  the  year. 

One  check  sample  was  taken  from  a bungalow 
where  the  water  supply  was  obtained  from  a deep  well. 
Improvements  in  the  storage  and  pumping  arrange- 
ments had  previously  been  carried  out  and  the  check 
sample  was  reported  upon  as  satisfactory. 

Two  samples  were  taken  from  a shallow  well 
from  which  two  cottages  in  Brookfield  Lane  were 
supplied.  Both  samples  showed  the  water  to  be  un- 
satisfactory for  human  consumption  and  as  a result  of 
informal  action,  Company’s  main  water  has  been  laid 
on  to  the  premises. 

A sample  was  taken  from  a shallow  well  supply- 
ing the  dwelling-house  at  Lower  Burleigh.  This 
sample  produced  the  maximum  number  of  coliforms, 
faecal  type,  per  100  cc.  and  extremely  high  plate 
counts.  Owing  to  the  distance  from  the  nearest  main 
supply  of  water,  the  provision  of  a pipe  supply  to  the 
premises  was  a matter  of  some  difficulty  under  present 
conditions.  Arrangements  were  therefore  made  for 
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daily  transport  to  the  premises  of  water  for  drinking 
and  domestic  use. 

A sample  from  a well  supplying  a dwelling-house 
in  Flamstead  End  Road  was  reported  upon  as  un- 
satisfactory for  human  consumption.  The  provision  of 
a supply  of  main  water  was  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

A complaint  was  received  regarding  the  quality 
and  taste  of  mains  water  supplied  to  business  premises 
in  Waltham  Cross.  An  investigation  was  carried  out 
by  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board  and  the  bacterio- 
logical and  chemical  examinations  showed  the  water  to 
be  satisfactory.  With  regard  to  the  complaint  of  taste, 
the  Board  state  in  their  report  “ the  taste  has  probably 
resulted  from  a minute  quantity  of  chlorine  which  is 
being  passed  into  the  mains  to  ensure  the  safety  of  the 
supply  in  existing  conditions.  This  is  quite  harmless 
but,  should  the  taste  be  objected  to,  it  may  be  neu- 
tralized by  dissolving  a small  crystal  of  photographic 
“hypo”  in  a jug  of  water.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
chlorinous  taste  will  be  accepted  as  evidence  that  the 
water  is  safe  to  drink.” 

One  sample  of  water  from  the  emergency  stor- 
age tank  at  a Rest  Centre  was  reported  upon  as  satis- 
factory for  human  consumption. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  No  change. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
during  the  year  numbered  2,275  and  details  as  to  the 
nature  of  these  inspections  are  given  in  the  tables 
which  follow.  One  hundred  and  twenty-two  com- 
plaints relating  to  a variety  of  matters  were  re- 
ceived and  investigated. 
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Summary. 


569 

69 
385 
542 
42 
668 

2,275 

Included  in  the  above  table  are  the  following 
classified  visits  : — 


Visits  to  premises  where  food  is  prepared  or 


exposed  for  sale 

. . . 

. . . 

101 

Visits  to  bakehouses  ... 

• . . 

• • . 

16 

Visits  to  fish  fryers’  premises... 

. . . 

. . . 

18 

Visits  to  schools 

. . . 

41 

Visits  to  tents,  vans  and  sheds 

. . . 

... 

86 

Visits  to  Common  Lodging  House 

. . . 

... 

17 

Visits  to  Council  House  applicants 

• . . 

... 

28 

Drains  tested 

. . . 

15 

Inspections  of  stables  and  piggeries 

• . . 

• . . 

17 

Inspections  of  urinals  and  public  conveniences 

5 

Visits  under  Petroleum  Acts  ... 

Visits  re  collection  and  disposal  of 

refuse  and 

66 

salvage 

. . • 

... 

75 

Visits  re  ambulance  service  ... 

... 

... 

22 

Notices  Served. 

Informal  Notices  (written) 

Statutory  Notices  under  Section 

93, 

Public 

167 

Health  Act,  1936,  to  abate  nuisance 
Statutory  Notices  under  Section  75, 

Public 

12 

Health  Act,  1936,  to  provide  dustbir 

i 

11 

Nine 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  Housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Acts)  ... 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  other 
than  Housing  defects  ... 

Number  of  premises  other  than  houses  inspected 
Premises  re-inspected  (including  housing) 

Visits  to  works  in  progress  (including  housing)... 
Miscellaneous  visits  ... 


Public  Cleansing. 

A fortnightly  collection  of  house  refuse  was 
maintained  during  the  year  by  the  use  of  three  10  cubic 
yard  freighters  with  trailers.  Disposal  is  entirely  by 
controlled  tipping. 

Labour  difficulties  arose  through  the  absence  of 
casual  labour  and  the  loss  of  a permanent  employee. 

There  was  an  appreciable  fall  in  the  amount  of 
salvage  compared  with  1942.  During  1942  there  were 
three  big  publicity  efforts,  the  Council  participating  in 
two  National  Waste  Paper  Contests  and  the  County 
Salvage  Drive.  During  1943  there  was  no  intensive 
salvage  drive  and  the  lack  of  stimulus  is  reflected  in 
the  reduced  amounts  collected. 

Details  of  salvage  sales  during  the  year,  together 
with  the  figures  for  1942  for  purposes  of  comparison, 
were  as  follows  : — 

1942  (to  31st  December)  1943 


Weight. 

Value. 

Weight 

Value. 

T. 

Cwts. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

T. 

Cwts.  £ 

s. 

d. 

Paper 

247 

6f  1 

490 

4 

9 

162 

0* 

1072 

13 

8 

Pig  Food 

165 

19 

207 

8 

9 

168 

12 

208 

2 

6 

Scrap  Iron  ... 

72 

2 

47 

8 

5 

20 

2 

33 

1 

0 

Light  Metal... 

9i 

7 

1 

0 

s§ 

4 

19 

0 

Rags 

2 

7f 

48 

12 

3 

2 

1 1 

54 

8 

0 

Bottles  & Jars 

18 

18| 

148 

1 

10 

14 

9* 

106 

7 

8 

Bones 

2 

9| 

9 

13 

1 

2 

9* 

11 

17 

9 

Tins 

30 

3 

15 

1 

6 

— 

Cullet 

8 

62 

12 

9 

9 

1 

18 

2 

17 

0 

Rubber 

12 

li 

14 

8 

10 

9 

6i 

23 

6 

3 

Razor  Blades 

u 

4 

4 

6 

i 

1 

13 

0 

Gunney 

4 

13 

9 

6 

0 

4 

4i 

16 

11 

0 

Felt  Hats  ... 

* 

2 

16 

0 

— 

Boots 

— 

15 

4 

10 

0 

564 

18i  2016 

16 

8 

386 

I7i 

1540 

6 

10 

Twelve 


For  1941  the  total  weight  was  338  tons  l£  cwts 
and  the  total  value  was  £1,132  16s.  Id. 

In  February  the  Council  co-operated  with  the 
Ministry  of  Works  and  Planning  in  a Scrap  Metal 
Sweep  in  Hertfordshire.  Farm  and  other  scrap  was 
collected  by  the  Ministry  direct  and  the  material  col- 
lected during  this  effort  it  not  included  in  the  Council’s 
salvage  figures. 

In  December  the  salvage  of  ferrous  scrap  was 
discontinued,  the  Ministry  of  Supply  stating  that  the 
success  of  the  salvage  campaign  was  such  as  to  in- 
crease the  supply  of  light  scrap  beyond  the  require- 
ments for  consumption,  which  are  limited,  and  the 
direction  given  to  the  Council  by  the  Ministry  relating 
to  the  collection,  sale  and  disposal  of  ferrous  materials 
was  cancelled  as  from  the  16th  December,  1943. 

As  from  the  1st  December  the  collection  of  kit- 
chen waste  by  the  Council’s  own  vehicles  and  its  sale 
to  a number  of  pig  keepers  was  discontinued.  A con- 
tractor now  collects  and  retains  the  kitchen  waste  from 
the  Council’s  communal  street  bins. 

The  costs  of  collection  and  disposal  for  the  year 
ended  March,  1943,  together  with  the  figures  for  1942 
are  as  follows : — 

1942  1943 

(per  1,000  of  the  population) 

Collection  ...  £129  £116 

Disposal  ...  £43  £39 

House  Flies. 

During  July  and  August  some  investigations 
were  carried  out  on  the  problem  of  house  fly  breeding 
grounds. 
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Considerable  quantities  of  stable  manure  are 
brought  into  this  district  for  use  in  the  glasshouse 
industry.  Many  of  these  premises  were  visited  and 
the  accumulations  of  manure  at  the  majority  of  them 
were  found  to  be  mature  and  not  attractive  to  egg- 
laying  house  flies. 

At  a few  nurseries,  however,  where  comparatively 
fresh  manure  was  found,  very  large  numbers  of  fly 
larv£e  were  discovered. 

Fresh  manure  at  one  piggery  was  also  found  to 
be  heavily  infested  with  larvte. 

Domestic  poultry  keeping  and  the  breeding  of 
rabbits  has  much  increased  during  the  war  and  the 
droppings  frequently  provide  a source  of  fly  breeding, 
as  does  the  careless  disposal  of  household  refuse,  but 
90%  of  eggs  are  laid  in  stable  manure. 

After  consultation  with  the  Entomologist  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  an  approach  was  made  to  the  Lea 
Valley  Growers’  Association  with  a view  to  enlisting 
their  co-operation  in  providing  for  manure,  storage 
facilities  incorporating  the  principles  of  the  “Baber” 
fly  trap. 

This  method  of  control  depends  upon  the  habit 
of  the  fully-grown  maggot  which,  when  about  to  pass 
into  the  chrysalis  stage,  leaves  the  place  where  it  is 
feeding  to  seek  a dry  and  cool  spot,  usually  in  earth, 
outside  the  base  of  the  pile. 

The  “ Baber  ” trap  consists  of  a cement  bottom 
manure  stack  with  a surrounding  channel  provided 
with  sheet  metal  strips  overhanging  its  two  sides. 

The  maggots,  migrating  to  pupate,  fall  into  the 
channel  and,  being  unable  to  get  around  the  over- 
hanging metal  strip,  are  trapped  and  destroyed. 
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On  the  average,  Baber  states,  5,000  fly  larvae 
mature  from  the  amount  of  manure  that  would  fill  a 
200-lb.  grain  bag,  or  130,000  from  a single  cart-load  of 
manure.  In  2-3  weeks  from  the  laying  of  the  eggs,  the 
resultant  flies  are  sexually  mature  and  the  females  are 
laying  eggs  in  batches  of  120-150. 

From  the  above,  it  is  apparent  that  destruction 
at  the  larval  stage  is  the  method  most  likely  to  give 
the  best  results  in  reducing  the  serious  risk  to  health 
from  fly-borne  diseases,  mainly  gastro-intestinal,  which 
are  known  to  make  an  annual  rise  in  the  late  summer 
months. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

The  Hertfordshire  County  Council  are  the 
statutory  authority  under  the  Act. 

On  the  11th  June,  1943,  the  Ministry  of  Food 
issued  a direction  to  the  Council  under  the  Infestation 
Order,  1943,  to  submit  to  the  Minister  a report  on  the 
extent  to  which  land  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Council  was  subject  to  infestation  by  rats  and  mice. 
A survey  was  carried  out  and  one  major  primary  type 
infestation,  and  thirteen  minor  secondary  type  infesta- 
tions were  reported  upon. 

A rodent  control  campaign  was  launched  in 
October  and  much  publicity  was  given  to  encourage 
householders  to  report  the  presence  of  rats.  The  num- 
ber of  reports  received,  however,  was  comparatively 
small  and  it  would  appear  that  the  rat  problem  in  this 
district  is  not  a serious  one.  All  complaints  of  infesta- 
tion were  investigated  by  the  Rodent  Control  Officer  of 
the  County  Council. 

In  connection  with  the  Rat  Control  Scheme  the 
County  Council  delegated  to  this  Council’s  officers 
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power  of  entry  into  premises  under  Section  5 of  the 
Act,  and  to  the  Council,  powers  in  relation  to  the 
giving  of  public  notices  under  Section  4 of  the  Act. 
The  Council’s  refuse  tip  is  systematically  baited  by  the 
County  Council’s  staff  under  contract. 

Housing. 

There  was  no  statutory  action  taken  during  the 
year  under  the  repair  sections  of  the  Housing  Act. 

A demolition  order  was  made  on  one  house  (1, 
Mill  Lane,  Cheshunt)  which  was  in  a dilapidated  and 
dangerous  condition,  and  the  house  was  demolished 
during  the  year  by  the  local  authority  on  behalf  of  the 
owner. 

In  connection  with  the  formulation  of  plans  for 
post-war  housing,  a preliminary  survey  was  carried  out 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  number  of  houses 
to  which  Clearance  Area  or  Demolition  Order  proced- 
ure under  the  Housing  Act  is  likely  to  be  applicable, 
and  230  houses  were  scheduled  as  likely  to  fall  within 
this  category. 

Certificates  of  essentiality  were  issued  in  respect 
of  two  dwelling-houses  under  the  Ministry  of  Health 
scheme  for  the  repair  of  houses  (circular  2871)  which 
came  into  operation  in  October.  In  both  cases  the 
work  involved  the  re-instatement  of  decayed  and 
defective  wood  floors. 

Housing  Statistics. 

7.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(l)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  569 

(The  majority  of  the  inspections  recorded 
under  this  heading  were  in  connection 
with  the  Slum  Clearance  Survey). 


Sixteen 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  un- 
der sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspec- 
ted or  recorded  under  the  Housing  Con- 
solidated Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  Nil 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service 

of  formal  Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  ren- 
dered fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
by  the  local  authority  or  their  officers  ...  79 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  de- 
fects to  be  remedied  ...  ...  13 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  de- 
fects were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  13 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  sections  1 1 and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — * 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  1 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Milk  Supply. 

There  are  seventeen  cow-keepers  on  the  register. 
Sixty-nine  visits  to  cow  sheds  and  seventy-two  to 
dairies  were  made  during  the  year  and  three  inspec- 
tions were  made  of  milk  vehicles. 


Seventeen 


Nine  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bac- 
teriological examination  one  of  which  was  reported 
upon  as  unsatisfactory.  Fifty-three  samples  were 
submitted  by  the  County  Council  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  five  of  these  were  reported  upon 
as  unsatisfactory.  In  co-operation  with  the  milk 
production  officer  of  the  War  Agricultural  Executive 
Committee,  inspections  were  made  of  the  premises  of 
the  producers  from  which  the  unsatisfactory  samples 
were  obtained  and  advice  was  given  with  a view  to 
obtaining  an  improvement  in  the  quality  of  the  milk. 

Sixteen  samples  were  submitted  under  the 
National  Milk  Testing  Scheme  for  examination  by 
the  Resazurin  test.  The  results,  in  terms  of  keeping 
quality  were  as  follows  : — 

Good  ...  ...  5 

Moderate  ...  10 

Poor  ...  ...  1 

An  empty  bottle  from  a retailer  was  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination  after  cleansing.  The 
laboratory  report  showed  that  the  bottle  was 

efficiently  cleansed. 

Proposals  were  approved  during  the  year  for 
the  construction  at  Bury  Green  Farm  of  a new  cow 
shed  for  twenty-six  cows,  together  with  new  dairy 
buildings  and  the  provision  of  main  water  supply. 

On  10th  November  proceedings  were  taken 
against  a retail  purveyor  of  milk,  for  filling  milk  bottles 
in  the  street  in  contravention  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Order,  1926.  A fine  of  £10  was  imposed. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936-38. 

Licences  were  granted  during  the  year  as 
follows  : — 


Eighteen 


Tuberculin  Tested — Retailing  Licence  1 

Tuberculin  Tested — Supplementary  Licence  1 

Accredited — Supplementary  Licence  1 

Pasteurised  - Dealer’s  Retailing  Licence  2 

Pasteurised — Supplementary  Licence  2 

Meat  and  other  Foods. 

During  the  year  one  hundred  and  one  visits  were 
made  to  shops  and  premises  (other  than  slaughter- 
houses) where  food  is  prepared  or  exposed  for  sale  and 
the  following  foodstuffs  were  surrendered  as  unsound 
and  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


Bread 

200  lbs. 

Vegetable  Salad 

5 tins 

Dough 

440  „ 

Vegetable  Stew 

28  „ 

Gammon 

3 „ 

Prepared  Meal 

2 „ 

Cheese 

44  „ 

Beans  in  Brine 

5 „ 

Prunes 

5f  „ 

Tomatoes 

4 „ 

Margarine 

1 „ 

Baked  Beans  ... 

12  „ 

Cod... 

70  „ 

Sardines 

12  „ 

Cauliflowers  ... 

3 bags 

Salmon,  grade  1 

3 „ 

Pickles 

32  jars 

Salmon,  grade  3 

6 ,, 

Fishpaste 

1 „ 

Pilchards 

39  „ 

Luncheon  Meat 

25  tins 

Herrings  ..*. 

1 „ 

Chopped  Ham 

25  „ 

Plums 

56  „ 

Sausage  Meat 

14  „ 

Pears 

4 „ 

Chopped  Bacon 

1 „ 

Pineapple 

3 „ 

Spam 

2 „ 

Blackberries  ... 

2 „ 

Prem 

1 ,» 

Rhubarb 

1 „ 

Lambs’  Tongues 

2 „ 

Prunes 

4 „ 

Stewed  Steak 

1 

* f i 

Peas 

11  „ 

Meat  Roll 

1 „ 

Carrots 

2 „ 

Party  Loaf  ... 

1 n 

Household  Milk 

3 „ 

Corned  Beef... 

1 „ 

Evaporated  Milk 

90  „ 

Ox  Tongues  ... 

1 ,, 

Condensed  Milk 

16  „ 

Minced  Beef  Loaf  2 ,, 

Jam  ... 

2 „ 

Soup 

29  „ 

Yorks.  Pud.  Mix. 

18  „ 

Nineteen 


The  total  number  of  tins  included  in  the  above  is 

435. 

The  inclusion  of  bread  and  dough  in  the  list  of 
foodstuffs  condemned  is  unusual  and  in  the  case  in 
question,  arose  from  the  accidental  admixture  of  salt- 
petre instead  of  salt  with  the  flour. 

All  condemned  foodstuffs  which  can  be  used  for 
animal  feeding  are  disposed  of  for  that  purpose. 
Where  quantities  available  are  sufficiently  large  the 
salvage  organisation  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  is  con- 
sulted about  the  disposal  arrangements. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 


Infectious 


An  Influenza  epidemic  during  the  winter  gave 
rise  to  some  concern,  and  the  Council  had  under 
consideration  what  assistance  could  be  given  to 
affected  households,  from  the  services  available  to 
them  and  to  various  local  voluntary  organisations. 
Necessary  arrangements  were  made  but  no  demands 
for  help  were  received. 

There  was  an  epidemic  of  Measles  (420  cases)  dur- 
ing the  first  quarter,  the  peak  being  reached  in  February 
and  March.  There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year 
from  Measles  or  Whooping  Cough. 

During  the  year  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
accommodation  of  cases  of  minor  infectious  diseases 
at  the  Sister’s  Hospital,  St.  Albans,  subject  to  the 
limitations  of  accommodation  and  staff.  The  charge 
payable  in  respect  of  each  patient  is  four  guineas  per 
week. 


Twenty 


There  was  a slight  decrease  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  compared  with  the  previous 
year,  and  there  was  one  death  from  this  disease. 

Notifiable  Diseases. 

The  following  table  shows  details  of  diseases 


notified  during  the  year  : — 

Cases 

Cases  admitted 

Notified. 

to  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

..  50 

45 

1 

Diphtheria 

4 

4 

1 

Pneumonia 

..  64 

— 

16 

Measles  ... 

..  420 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

..  19 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

..  13 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  — 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

4 

— 

— 

Of  the  cases 

of  Diphth 

eria  two  had 

not  been 

immunised  and  two  had  received  the  routine  prophy- 
lactic course.  The  death  from  Diphtheria  was  that  of 
an  unimmunised  young  adult. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Immunisation  of  school  children  was  carried  out 
at  clinics  held  at  Halsey  Hall,  Waltham  Cross  Clinic, 
and  at  schools. 

Immunisation  of  children  from  1-5  years  of  age 
was  carried  out  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  Waltham 
Cross. 

Publicity  to  stimulate  the  Immunisation  Cam- 
paign was  undertaken  locally,  including  the  use  of  the 
Ministry  of  Information  and  local  authority  combined 
advertisements  in  the  local  press.  Special  posters  were 
provided  for  display  in  the  surgeries  of  local  medical 
practitioners. 


Twenty -one 


The  number  of  immunisations  carried  out 
during  the  year  together  with  the  figures  for  1942  are 
given  in  the  following  table  : — 

Under  5.  Over  5 and  under  15. 
1942  1943  1942  1943 

No.  of  children 
who  received  full 

course  ...  305  231  339  137 

Percentage  of 
child  population 
who  have  receiv- 
ed full  course  ...  43.74%  39.28%  66.5%  68.32% 

Arrangements  exist  for  Medical  Practitioners  to 
carry  out  immunisation  privately,  free  of  charge  to  the 
patient. 

The  number  treated  under  this  scheme  during 
the  year  was  fifty. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

In  April  a series  of  meetings  at  local  factories 
were  addressed  by  Dr.  Handley-Ashken  and  Dr.  Dunlop, 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  a similar 
meeting  was  held  at  the  County  School,  Cheshunt,  for 
members  of  the  Home  Guard  and  Civil  Defence  ser- 
vices. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  reported 
during  the  year  was  28.  The  death  rate  from  tuber- 
culosis is  0.64  per  1,000  population. 


Twenty-two 


Age  period. 

New  Cases. 
Respiratory. 

Non-respiratory. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1--  5 

— 

1 

— 

2 

5—15 

— 

2 

2 

2 

15-  25 

2 

1 

1 

1 

25—35 

1 

2 

2 

1 

35—45 

1 

— 

1 

1 

45—55 

2 

1 

— 

1 

55—65 

— 

1 

— 

— 

65  & upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

6 

8 

6 

8 

No  action  was 

taken 

under 

the  Public 

Health 

(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or 
under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Manor  House, 

Cheshunt,  Herts. 

August,  1944. 


Twenty-three 


Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality, 
Maternal  Mortality  and  Case  rates  for  certain  infectious 
diseases  in  the  Year  1943. 

(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns) 


148 

Smaller 

126 

Towns 

County 

Resident 

Boro’s  and 

Populations 

England 

Gt.  Towns 

25,000  to 

London 

and  - 

including 

50,000  at 

Adm. 

Wales. 

London. 

1931  Census. 

County. 

Cheshunt 

Rates  per  1 

000  Civilian  population 

Live  Births...  • 

16.S 

18.6 

19.4 

15.8 

20.44 

Still  Births... 

0.51 

0.63 

0.61 

0.45 

0.43 

Deaths — 

All  Causes 

Typhoid  and  Para- 

12.1 

14.2 

12.7 

15.0 

10.97 

typhoid... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.05 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

0.03 

0.04 

0.04 

0.02 

0.05 

Influenza 

0.37 

0.36 

0.37 

0.27 

0.43 

Smallpox... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  ... 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.00 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

Deaths  under  one  year 
of  age 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

49 

58 

46 

58 

34.21 

and  Enteritis  under 
two  years  of  age 

5.3 

7.9 

4.4 

10.4 

5.26 

Notifications — 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  population 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.02 

0.01 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ... 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

0.08 

0.10 

0.06 

0.09 

0.05 

Scarlet  Fever 

3.01 

3.29 

3.54 

3.80 

2.68 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

2.54 

2.82 

2.25 

2.68 

1.02 

Diphtheria 

0.88 

1.12 

0.77 

0.74 

0.21 

Erysipelas 

0.31 

0.35 

0.27 

0.42 

0.69 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  ... 

9.88 

9.23 

9.77 

9.17 

22.59 

Pneumonia 

1.34 

1.62 

1.16 

1.27 

3.44 

Notifications — Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still) 

Puerperal  Fever 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

11.68 

15.11 

9.26 

3.05 

15.23 

10.31 

Maternal  Mortality — 

Puerperal  Infections 

0.39 

Not  available  - 

— 

A.  WILLIS 

PRINTER 
WALTHAM  CROSS 


